"Divide" performance a big hit

The world premier of " Across The Great
Divide,” written by Mylz Lichiman-Ficlds,
noted playwright, presented by the Crysial
Mountain Center For The Pesforming Arts,
and performed by the Crystal Mountain
Players, was greeted by tumultuous ap-
plause, lsughter and cries of "Author® at its
three performances this l2s1 weekend at the
Jones Théates in Westcliffe.

The cast of 14, all local thespians, in-
cluded Gleays Aldrich, Becky and Tom
Barrow, Kathy Boullé, Ralph Eissmann,
Deb Erikson, Elizabeth French, Lyle Jack-
son, Maegan Luckefl, Liz Michael, Kelly
MeCracken, Aaron Mortensen, Yarrow
Spitzfadden, and Jessica Exin Tanneabaurm,
some of whom played multiple parts.

This moving story of pioneer women
enduring the hardships, and the rewards of
crossing the plains, and the Continental

Divide, to reach Colorado, is a stary depict-
ed in & tapestry that bangs in the siatehouse
in Denver; and was enjoyed Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday by the residents of the
Valley and visitors from all over Colomdo.
This tapestry provided Mr=. Fields with the -
inspiration for this play, and it was dupli- :
cated exactly for the play by the artistry of |
Susan Eissmann-Pence, and it provided the
centerpiece for staging of the production. -

The program wufuud#dmplﬂ'by!ha‘
Dramatists Guild Fund, Inc. and the Color-
ado Council on the Arts, and the production
was artistically produced and staged b}r
Anne Kimbell Relph.

Mrs: Lichtman-Fields, who isa graduafe
of the Juilliard School of Music and Dama
in New York, and has been involved inthe
thealer in many capacities form opera lo
folk music, assisted with the musical duw-
tion of the play.
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The cast of "Across ﬂ'la Great DMda hald a dress rehearsal un-::lern re-creation of

the tapestry that inspired the playmight.

~Trib photo by Jesss Souza

"Great Divide™ to be presented -

Across the Great Divide, an original

. play -by Myla Lichtman-Fields, will ba.
_presented af the Jones Theater Aug. 21-23. .
-Tickets are $5 and may be purchased in -

advance ‘at the Rainhow Inn and“the
E.mporium in Westcliffe.  Reservations
may be made by calling the theater at 783-
3004, The show Is included as part of l:he
regular 1998 season ticket, -

The story d:mibeshﬂwplun:ﬂwum
crossed the plains and the Continental
Divide toreach Colorado,

A tpestry, created in 1975, inspired
Lichtman-Fields to write the play. “As
soon &s 1 saw this, I knew that it would be
fine material for a drama. It is particularly
exciting that it is about this arca,” Licht-
man-Fields said,

The tapesiry has authentically been repli-
cated by Sue Eissmann Pente: Pence
photographed the original at the Colorado
State Capitol in Denver. She thea created
& cardboard grid tracing, and completed

the drawing on stage material scrim. The
replication is the exact size of the original.

The original Women's Gold tapestry is
hand stitched embroidery and applique on

TIrish linen, Over 4,500 hours were con-

tributed to complete the original tapestry,

Lyrics from Katherine Les Bates' "Ameri-

ca the Beautiful” borders the work. Stitch-
ers include Dottie Lamnm, former Mayor
William McNichols, and football player
Rosie Greer, A register of contributors is
encased with the tapestry.

The story of how Margaret E. Crawford
brought roses to the Colorade mountains
inspired Women's Gold. Her story along
with many other pioneering women will be
the play's focus.

“Across the Great Divide® is produced
and directed by Anne Kimbell Relph and
features the Crystal Mounmin Players.
Roles Include Mother Cabrini; the firs:
American saint, Chipeta, the wife of Chiel
Ouray of the Ute Indians, dance hall girl
Silver Heels, and other luminaries.
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A tapestry, created in 1975, inspired
Lichtman-Fields to write the play. “As
soon &s 1 saw this, I knew that it would be
fine material for a drama. It is particularly
exciting that it is about this arca,” Licht-
man-Fields said,

The tapestry has authentically been repli-
cated by Sue Eissmann Pente: Pence
photographed the original at the Colorado
State Capitol in Denver. She thea created
a cardboard grid tracing, and completed

the drawing on stage material scrim. The
replication is the exact size of the original.

The original Women's Cold tapestry is
hand stitched embroidery 2nd applique on

Irish linen. Over 4,500 hours were con-

tributed to complete the original tapestry,

Lyrics from Katherine Lee Bates' "Ameri-

ca the Beantiful” borders the work. Stitch-
ers include Dottie Lamm, former Mayor
William McNichols, and football player
Rosie Greer, A register of contributors is
encased with the tapestry.

The story of how Margaret E. Crawford
brought roses to the Colorade mountains
inspired Women's Gold. Her story along
with many other pioneering women will be
the play's focus.

“Across the Great Divide® is produced
and directed by Anne Kimbell Relph and
features the Crystal Mouniain Players.
Roles include Mother Cabrini; the first
American saint, Chipeta, the wife of Chief
Ouray of the Ute Indians, dance hall girl
Silver Heels, and other luminaries.
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ACROSS THE GREAT DIVIDE
By Myia Lichtman Fields
Jones Theater WesicliiTe
Produced with sappori Som
The Colorads Council an the Ares

1998






